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Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Wonnacott  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances 
of  your  district  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1953,  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  was  good  throughout  the  year  and  the 
deaths  considerably  below  average.  This  fact  is  doubtless  correlated  with  the 
exceptionally  fine  mild  weather  at  the  beginning  and  close  of  the  year. 

The  population  of  the  district  once  again  showed  a  fall  although  the 
births  exceeded  the  deaths. 

The  work  of  the  department  was  retarded  by  the  continued  ill-health  of 
Mr.  Chapman,  your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  it  became  necessary  on 
health  grounds  for  him  to  resign  his  post  as  from  31st  December,  1953,  from 
which  date  Mr.  Lethbridge  has  assumed  senior  duties.  I  would  here  pay 
tribute  to  Mr.  Chapman’s  long  services  to  your  Council.  In  his  heyday  before 
the  impairment  to  his  health  he  had  exceptional  energy  and  ability  and  was 
unremitting  in  attention  to  his  duties.  He  was  always  a  loyal  colleague  and 
one  cannot  but  hope  that  freed  from  departmental  worries  his  health  will 
gradually  improve. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  compare  very  favourably  with  those  for 
England  and  Wales  and  are  set  out  in  the  accompanying  tables. 


SECTION  A 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres) 

Population — 1931  Census 

Population— 1951  Census 

Estimated  Home  Population — Mid  1953 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

Rateable  Value 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

Loan  Debt 


132,535 

12,853 

12,621 

12,280 

3,950 

£55,139 

£222 

£337,088 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Male  Female  Total 


Live  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


87  92 

83  90 

4  2 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 
Corrected  Birth  Rate 

Still  Births  . 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  and  still  births 

Male  Female 

Deaths  61  72 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  population  ... 
Corrected  Death  Rate 
Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes 
Maternal  Mortality  ... 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 
Infant  Mortality 


179 


England 

&  Wales 

14.6 

15.5 

17.4 

4 

21.9 

22.4 

Total 

133 

10.8 

11.4 

8.2 

Nil 

— 

0.76 

9 

50.3 

26.8 

Year 

Population 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1946 

12,320 

17.9 

12.9 

1947 

12,290 

20.6 

14.1 

1948 

12,300 

17.2 

12.8 

1949 

12,250 

13.2 

14.4 

1950 

12,340 

14.3 

14.3 

1951 

12,520 

13.1 

16.5 

1952 

12,320 

13.1 

12.7 

1953 

12,280 

14.6 

10.8 

2 


The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows  : — 

Infectious  Causes  : 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

Influenza  ... 

Syphilitic  Disease 

General  Causes  : 

Heart  Disease 
Cancer 

Cerebral  Vascular  Disease 
Coronary  Disease  ... 

Arteriosclerosis 

Bronchitis 

Disease  of  the  Prostate  ... 

Pneumonia... 

Gastritis 
Nephritis  ... 

Congenital  ... 

Gastric  Ulcer 
Accidental  ... 

Other  Causes 


Total 


2 

1 

1 


32 

20 

19 

11 

8 

7 

4 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

16 


.  133 


Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year.  : 


Birth  Injury 

...  ... 

2 

Prematurity 

... 

2 

Acute  Broncho  Pneumonia 

...  ... 

1 

Asphyxia  Livida  ... 

... 

1 

Gastro -enteritis 

...  ... 

1 

Precipitate  Labour 

...  ... 

1 

Pyloric  Stenosis 

... 

1 

Total  : 

...  9 

AGE  of  DEATH 

TABLE 

Age  at  Death 

Male 

Female 

Infants  under  1  year 

4 

5 

1-5  years  ... 

— 

1 

5-15  years  ... 

. . .  — 

— 

15-25  years  . 

1 

— 

25-35  years 

1 

— 

35-45  years 

1 

1 

45-55  years 

7 

2 

55-65  years 

4 

7 

65-75  years 

...  19 

18 

75  &  over  ... 

...  24 

38 

Totals 

:  ...  61 

72 

SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  of  HEALTH  SERVICES 

There  was  no  change  in  the  provision  of  health  services  during  the  year, 
but  it  is  still  felt  that  various  services  at  present  administered  from  far-away 
Exeter  could  be  more  efficiently  attended  to  on  a  decentralised  basis.  As  an 
example  of  this  is  the  Ambulance  Service  which  on  a  decentralised  basis  run 
by  the  local  St.  John  Brigade  and  Association  a  most  efficient  24  hour  a  day 
service  obtains. 


3 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Responsibility  for  the  disposal  of  the  body  of  a  man  found  on  Dartmoor 
was  accepted  and  he  was  interred  in  Bridestowe  Churchyard  after  the  neces¬ 
sary  preliminaries  had  been  attended  to.  Identity  was  established  later. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  47  but  several  old  people  were  visited 
and  compromise  arrangements  made.  In  this  respect  the  hiatus  left  by  the 
abolition  of  the  Relieving  Officer  is  still  felt. 

SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  of  the  AREA 
Water  Supply. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  comprehensive  table  at  the  end  of  the  report 
which  sets  out  in  detail  the  service  to  each  parish  in  accordance  with  the 
Ministry’s  instructions. 

Mr.  Young,  District  Engineer  to  the  North  Devon  Water  Board,  has 
Submitted  the  following  report  on  progress  during  the  year  in  your  district 
which  strikes  me  as  very  good.  As  the  Board’s  mains  extend  so  the  bad  samples 
of  village  supplies  fall  as  will  be  seen  from  the  accompanying  table  compared 
with  previous  years. 

Ashbury  Water  Supply  :  The  main  has  been  extended  from  Northlew 
through  Ashbury  to  Ashbury  Station,  and  will  be  in  supply  shortly. 

Bratton  Clovelly  Water  Supply  :  Mainlaying  for  the  supply  of  this 
village  has  commenced  and  should  be  completed  some  time  during  the  summer. 
This  also  includes  a  short  extension  to  Reed. 

Drewsteignton  Water  Supply  :  The  supply  from  the  quarry  has  been 
developed  during  the  past  year  and  extended  to  Crockernwell  and  onwards 
into  the  Crediton  area.  A  new  pump  and  chlorinator  have  been  installed 
at  the  quarry  and  there  will  be  more  efficient  chlorination. 

Hatherleigh  Water  Supply  :  This  supply  has  been  very  short  during 
the  winter  with  the  result  that  the  consumers  on  the  high  level  have  not  had 
a  satisfactory  supply.  A  new  branch  main  from  Highampton  is  now  approach¬ 
ing  Hatherleigh  and  it  should  be  possible  to  supply  Hatherleigh  from  the 
Board’s  main  scheme  in  the  early  summer. 

Highampton  Water  Supply  :  This  supply  has  now  been  extended  to 
include  the  properties  up  to  Highampton  Church,  and  also  for  a  short  distance 
along  the  main  Holsworthy  Road. 

Northlew  Water  Supply  :  The  new  main  for  the  supply  of  the  whole 
village  of  Northlew  is  now  in  service. 

North  Tawton  Water  Supply  :  The  new  scheme  for  taking  additional 
water  from  the  Woollen  Factory  at  North  Tawton  will  be  started  in  March 
and  will  afford  a  supply  to  Sampford  Courtenay. 

Sampford  Courtenay  Water  Supply  :  The  scheme  for  mainlaying 
North  Tawton  to  Sampford  Courtenay  will  commence  during  March  and  new 
mains  are  to  be  laid  throughout  the  village  of  Sampford  Courtenay. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  following  new  works  have  been  placed  on 
the  Priority  List  : — 

Chagford  Reservoir  and  new  treatment  works. 

Pipelines  :  Chagford  to  Sandy  Park  ;  and  Drewsteignton,  Whiddon 
Down  and  South  Zeal. 

Pipeline  :  Hatherleigh  to  Winkleigh. 

Extensions  to  Meeth.  Iddesleigh  and  Broadwoodkelly. 

Pipeline  :  Northlew,  Durdon  Cross,  Inwardleigh  and  Folly  Gate. 
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Samples. 


The  following  samples  were  taken  by  the  North  Devon  Water  Board 
during  the  year. 


Parish 


Belstone 
Bondleigh 
Bratton  Clovelly 
Bridestowe 
Broadwoodkelly 
Chagford  : 

Chagford 
Sandy  Park 
Drewsteignton  : 
Crockernwell 
Drewsteignton  . . . 
Exboume 
Germansweek 
Gidleigh 
Hatherleigh 
Highampton 
Id  desleigh 
J  acobstowe  ... 

Meeth 

M  onkokehampton 

Northlew  . . 

North  Tawton 
Sampford  Courtenay  : 
Sampford  Courtenay 
Sticklepath 
Sourton 
South  Zeal 
Spreyton 
Throwleigh 


Total 

Samples 

taken 

9 

1 

7 

8 
6 

6 

4 

4 
11 

8 

5 
8 
8 

1 


Good 

8 

1 

8 

3 

3 

1 

3 

10 

8 

3 

5 

8 

1 


Fair 

1 


2 

2 


2 

1 


18 

3 

5 

8 

5 

11 


10 

3 

3 

5 

4 
9 


6 

1 

1 

2 


Totals  :  ...  136 


96 


20 


Bad 


1 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 


2 


2 

1 

2 

1 

20 


Analysis  of  Water  Supplies  (Public  and  Private). 

The  following  samples  were  taken  by  your  Inspectors  during  the  year  : 


No.  of 
Samples 
taken 

Passed 

Failed 

Bacteriological  Examination  of 
Water 

13 

7 

6 

Chemical  Analysis  of  Water 

1 

1 

— 

Total  :  ... 

14 

8 

6 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Bridestowe  :  To  improve  the  efficiency  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
arrangements  are  being  made  to  improve  the  sludge  drying  capacity  and  renew 
any  disintegrated  clinker  in  the  percolating  filter. 
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Chagford  :  Difficulties  in  the  purchase  of  the  site  for  the  disposal  works 
still  delay  further  consideration  of  the  proposed  new  Scheme.  After  protracted 
negotiations  with  the  representatives  of  one  of  the  owners  of  the  land,  agree¬ 
ment  seems  possible,  and  the  matter  of  purchase  has  now  been  submitted 
to  the  District  Valuer.  It  is  hoped  that  the  necessary  formalities  will  soon  be 
satisfactorily  concluded  and  allow  for  a  Ministry  Inquiry  in  the  near  future. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  a  proper  system  of  sewage  disposal  for  this  town, 
which  provides  considerable  tourist  facilities,  is  a  very  necessary  and  urgent 
need. 

Ceockernwell  :  During  the  latter  end  of  the  year,  the  North  Devon 
Water  Board  brought  mains  water  to  this  village  and  the  existing  arrange¬ 
ments  for  sewage  disposal  were  regarded  as  inadequate  to  deal  with  the 
resulting  increased  volume  of  sewage.  Part  of  this  village  is  within  the  Crediton 
Rural  District,  and  after  a  joint  discussion  by  the  technical  officers  of  both 
Authorities  it  has  been  amicably  arranged  to  provide  a  new  percolating  filter, 
improve  the  existing  sedimentation  tank  and  construct  a  new  storm  water 
overflow.  The  necessary  drawings  are  nearly  completed  and  it  is  expected 
that  both  Councils  will  allow  the  work  to  go  to  tender  early  in  1954. 

Drewsteignton  :  Continued  choking  of  the  filter  media  at  one  of  the 
sewer  outfalls  was  found  to  be  due  to  road  silt  clogging  the  disposal  system. 
A  new  storm  water  overflow  has  been  constructed  and  this  has  materially 
improved  the  position. 

Exbourne  :  An  informal  Inquiry  by  an  Engineering  Inspector  of  the 
Ministry  relative  to  prepared  drawings  and  other  data  to  provide  a  sewage 
disposal  works  for  the  village  was  held  on  16th  September,  1953.  The  scheme 
was  estimated  to  cost  £7,445.  0.  0.  The  Ministry  have  asked  that  further 
consideration  be  given  to  the  question  of  farm  drainage  entering  the  existing 
sewers,  which  it  is  proposed  to  retain,  and  to  provide  for  this  in  the  overall 
design  of  the  works. 

Hatherleigh  :  Analysis  of  the  sewage  effluent  entering  the  River  Lew 
shows  that  the  degree  of  impurity,  as  measured  by  its  pollutive  power,  is  not 
less  than  eighteen  times  greater  than  the  Royal  Commission’s  approved 
maximum. 

The  Council  adopted  the  report  made  by  their  Sanitary  Officers  stating 
a  case  for  a  new  system  of  sewage  disposal  and  instructed  their  Consulting 
Engineers  to  prepare  an  outline  scheme. 

Monkokehampton  :  An  informal  Inquiry  by  an  Engineering  Inspector 
of  the  Ministry  relative  to  prepared  drawings  and  other  data  for  a  scheme  to 
sewer  and  provide  sewage  disposal  works  for  the  village  was  held  on  13th 
February,  1953.  The  scheme  was  estimated  to  cost  £3,510. 

The  Ministry  have  decided  that  the  carrying  out  of  the  work  must  be 
deferred  for  the  time  being,  that  is,  until  such  time  as  the  capital  investment 
position  improves.  Technical  amendments  requested  in  the  scheme  have  been 
completed  and  new  drawings  submitted  to  the  Ministry. 

Northlew  :  A  detailed  report  and  drawings  were  prepared  by  the 
Council’s  Sanitary  Department  providing  for  three  separate  outfalls  and  treat¬ 
ment  works,  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of  £1,833.  15.  0. 

The  Council  duly  considered  this  report  but  decided,  having  regard  to 
the  laying  of  new  mains  by  the  North  Devon  Water  Board  through  the 
village,  that  a  comprehensive  scheme  with  one  disposal  works  would  not  only 
be  the  most  efficient,  but  as  a  long  term  view,  the  most  economical. 

Their  Consulting  Engineers  were  accordingly  instructed  to  prepare  an 
outline  scheme  on  these  lines. 
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South  Zeal  :  During  the  year  authority  was  given  by  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  to  proceed  with  the  two  schemes  of  sewer 
extension,  and  extensive  improvements  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

The  sewer  extension  has  been  completed.  1,130  yards  of  6"  sewer  were 
laid  and  16  manholes  constructed.  This  new  sewer  provides  for  the  connection 
of  the  18  existing  properties  and  the  total  cost  of  the  works  was  £3,048. 

The  extensive  improvements  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  are  now  well 
in  hand  and  the  contract  price  for  the  work  is  £6,444.  8.  7.  It  is  anticipated 
that  it  should  be  completed  during  the  early  months  of  1954. 

General  :  The  North  Devon  Water  Board  are  making  continued 
progress  in  bringing  mains  water  to  further  areas  of  the  Rural  District.  The 
provision  of  increased  water  supply  facilities  will  considerably  increase  the 
volume  of  sewage  to  be  dealt  with,  and  many  of  the  present  arrangements 
will  be  inadequate  to  cope  with  it.  It  seems  desirable  that  a  programme  of 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  should  be  closely  related,  year  by  year,  to  the 
programme  of  the  Board,  and  the  preparation  of  outline  drawings  and  data 
proceeded  with,  particularly  for  the  large  built-up  areas.  Such  schemes  could 
then  be  referred  to  the  Ministry,  who  would  be  kept  up  to  date  with  the  needs 
of  the  district. 


* 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  of  the  District 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  visits,  etc., 
during  the  year 

No.  of 

carried  out  by  the  Inspectors 
No.  of  ‘  No.  of 

Intimation  Intimation 
Notices  Notices 

Type  of  Premises 

Inspections 

served 

complied  with 

Houses  inspected 

120 

83 

71 

Houses  reinspected 

Premises  other  than  houses  and 

234 

— 

— 

not  mentioned  below 

58 

22 

18 

Ice  Cream  premises 

32 

2 

2 

Other  Food  Premises  ... 

46 

5 

5 

Dairies  ... 

10 

— 

— 

Refuse  Tips 

52 

— 

— 

Public  Conveniences 

66 

— 

: - - 

Public  Water  Supplies 

89 

— 

— 

Private  Water  Supplies 

27 

8 

5 

Drainage 

102 

— 

— 

Sewerage 

331 

— 

— 

Infectious  Diseases 

4 

— 

— 

Petroleum  Acts 

Miscellaneous  visits  not  classi- 

48 

3 

3 

fied 

85 

— 

— 

Totals  : 

1304 

123 

104 

One  Statutory  Notice  was  served  under  Section  93  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  and  work  was  in  hand  on  31st  December,  1953. 

Rodent  Control. 


First  inspections,  re-inspections  and  visits  for  treatments  : 
Private  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,840 


Business  Premises 
Sewers  and  sewage  outfalls 
Refuse  Tips 
Agricultural  properties 


640 

692 

140 

310 


Total  :  ...  3,622 


Number  of  bodies  recovered  after  treatments  : — 1,384 
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Types  of  poison  used  : — 

Zinc  Phosphide,  Arsenic,  Red  Squill,  (Mafantu)  A.N.T.U.,  (Warfarin) 
Sorexa  1.  Sorexa  D. 

In  one  large  general  provision  shop  extensive  rat  proofing  works,  after 
treatment  for  a  major  infestation,  has  resulted  in  the  ridding  of  the  premises 
of  rats. 

In  another  case,  an  extensive  infestation  in  and  around  a  school  was 
successfully  treated  and  rat  proofing  works  have  proved  successful. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Continued  requests  for  extensions  of  the  present  refuse  collection  arrange¬ 
ments  prompted  the  Council  to  reconsider  the  present  scheme. 

A  new  scheme  was  prepared,  and  accepted  by  the  Council,  which  gave  in¬ 
creased  refuse  collection  facilities  at  a  total  annual  cost  of  £1,275.  0.  0. 

This  was  made  possible  by  a  slight  reduction  in  the  collection  periods  in 
some  of  the  parishes  and  the  inclusion  of  all  properties  en  route  over  which 
the  refuse  vehicle  passes. 

To  provide  householders  living  in  scattered  areas  with  a  monthly  service, 
a  system  of  collection  points  was  decided  upon  but  it  was  made  conditional 
that  refuse  would  only  be  collected  if  it  was  deposited  outside  properties  en 
route,  in  properly  covered  receptacles,  and  by  arrangement  with  the  occupiers 
of  properties  concerned. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

1 .  Inspections. 


Number 

on 

Register 

(ii) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(<) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(iii) 

Written 

Notices 

(iv) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(v) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

45 

60 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

— 

— 

— 

\ 

i 

i 

* 

j 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

45 

60 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

(*) 

Number  of  ca 
we 

ses  in  which  defects 
re  found 

Number  of 
cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

(vi) 

Found 

(m) 

Remedied 

(Hi) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 

Inspector 

(iv) 

rred 

By  H.M. 

Inspector 

(v) 

Want  of 
Cleanliness  ... 

7 

8 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

— 

' — 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

Ventilation... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

Sanitary 
Conveniences: 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

( b )  Unsuitable 
or  defective... 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separ¬ 
ate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

11 

12 

— 

— 

Outwork. 


Nature  of  Work 

No.  of  out-workers  in  August  list  required 
by  Section  110  ( 1 )  (c) 

Wearing  Apparel-Making,  etc 

3. 

SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


No  progress  was  made  with  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  during  the  year 
and  the  total  inspected  still  stands  at  1,567  inspected  out  of  2,215  houses  of 
rateable  value  of  £12  and  under.  Informal  action  was,  however,  taken  at 
many  properties  previously  surveyed  and  improvements  effected. 

Statutory  action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  resulted  in  the 
representation  of  4  properties  considered  to  be  unfit  and  incapable  of  repair 
at  a  reasonable  cost.  In  2  cases  the  Council  decided  to  take  action  under 
Section  II,  but  action  was  deferred  in  respect  of  the  others  because  of  re¬ 
housing  difficulties.  One  property,  the  subject  of  an  undertaking  to  make  fit, 
was  thoroughly  reconditioned  in  accordance  with  plans  and  specifications 
submitted  by  the  owner,  and  transformed  from  a  ruinous  eyesore  into  a 
pleasing  rural  cottage  with  all  modern  facilities. 
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Council  Houses. 

Your  Council  now  own  347  houses  set  out  on  a  parochial  basis  in  the 
table.  This  is  probably  nearing  saturation  point. 


COUNCIL  HOUSES 

IN  THE  OKEHAMPTON 

RURAL 

DISTRICT 

YEAR  1953/54. 

No.  of 

Total  No. 

Parish 

Situation 

Houses 

in  Parish 

Beaworthy 

Black  Hill  . 

2 

Patchacott 

2 

4 

Belstone 

Tor  Down 

6 

6 

Bondleigh 

Bondleigh 

4 

4 

Bratton  Clovelly 

Village... 

3 

3 

Bridestowe 

Princess  Elizabeth 

Terrace 

8 

8 

Broadwoodkelly 

Village... 

2 

Splatt  ... 

1 

3 

Chagford 

Dennis  Park  ... 

33 

Biera  View 

8 

Orchard  Meadow 

29 

“  Monte  Rosa  ” 

5 

New  Street 

4 

79 

Drewsteignton 

Lamb’s  Park  ... 

4 

Knowle  Lane 

4 

Whiddon  Down 

8 

16 

Exbourne 

Cawsand  View 

2 

2 

Germansweek 

— 

— 

— 

Gidleigh 

— 

— 

— 

Hatherleigh 

Moor  View  Terrace  ... 

12 

Higher  Street 

6 

Normandy  Place 

4 

Claremont  Place 

14 

36 

Highampton 

High  View 

2 

2 

Iddesleigh 

Village 

2 

2 

Inwardleigh  ... 

Folly  Gate  Village 

6 

Folly  Gate-New  Road 

13 

19 

Jacobstowe  ... 

— 

* — 

Meeth 

Station  Road 

10 

10 

Monkokehampton 

Village 

2 

2 

Northlew  with  Ashbury 

Northlew 

4 

4 

North  Tawton 

Barton  Hill 

16 

Fore  Street 

8 

Essington 

14 

38 

Okehampton  Hamlets 

Chichacott 

4 

Peacewater 

2 

Fatherford  Flats 

7 

13 

Sampford  Courtenay 

Village 

4 

Station 

4 

Tongue  End  ... 
Sticklepath-Queen 

2 

Haye 

6 

16 

Sourton 

Village 

4 

Windard  Terrace 

6 

Sourton  Down 

6 

16 

South  Tawton 

Hill  Crest 

8 

Cross  Park 

10 

The  Croft 

Barnclose,  Whiddon 

24 

Down 

10 

52 

Spreyton 

Village 

6 

6 

Throwleigh 

Middle  Clampitts 

4 

Wonson 

2 

6 

Grand  total  347 
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HOUSING  PROGRAMME  1954/55. 
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6  (b)  —  —  —  —  —  18  (b)  18  (b)  18  (b)  18  (b)  39  (T  &  b) 

10  (T)  —  —  —  —  —  32  (T)  22  (T)  22  (T)  22  (T) _ 


CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES 
Return  for  the  Year  Ended  31st  December,  1953 
Part  A — CLEARANCE  AREAS  (Housing  Act,  1936) 


Number  of  dwelling-houses 

demolished  in  the  period 

Number  of 

persons 

Unfit  houses 

Other  houses 

displaced 

(1)  Land  coloured  “pink” 

Nil 

— 

Nil 

(2)  Land  coloured  “grey” 

— 

Nil 

Nil 

PART  B— HOUSES  NOT  INCLUDED  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS 


Number  of 

Houses 

Persons 

Displaced 

Demolition  and  Closing  Orders: 

(1)  Housing  Act,  1936 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under  Section  11 

Nil 

Nil 

( b )  Houses  closed  in  pursuance  of  an  under¬ 
taking  given  by  the  owners  under  Section 

1 1 ,  and  still  in  force 

10 

(c)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  12) 

Nil 

Nil 

(2)  Housing  Act,  1949 

(a)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  3(1)  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Demolition  Orders  determined  and  Closing 
Orders  substituted  under  Section  3(2) 

Nil 

Nil 

(3)  Local  Government  ( Miscellaneous  Provisions) 
Act ,  1953 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10(1) 

Nil 

Nil 

Repairs: 

INFORMAL  ACTION 

(4)  Number  of  unfit  or  defective  houses  rendered 

fit  during 

Number  of 
Houses 

the  period  as  a  result  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 

65 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS 

i  (5)  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 

service  of  formal  notices 

... 

(a)  by  Owners 

... 

Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

Nil 

(6)  Housing  Act,  1936 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(Sections  9,  10,  11  and  16)  ... 

(a)  by  Owners 

3 

( b )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

Nil 
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SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Milk  (Methylene  Blue  Test)' 
Description  No.  of 

of  Milk  Samples  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Ungraded  Raw  ...  3  3  — 

Ice  Cream 

The  number  of  new  applications  for  registration  of  premises  for  the  sale 
of  prepacked  ice  cream  was  3,  and  these  were  approved  by  the  Council. 

Unsound  Food 

Quantities  of  unsound  food  inspected  during  the  year  resulted  in  5  cwt. 
2  qr.  1  lb.  of  miscellaneous  foodstuffs  being  voluntarily  surrendered  by  owners 
and  tradesmen  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 

Regular  inspections  were  made  of  the  larger  general  provision  shops  in 
the  district,  and  as  a  result  no  large  quantities  accumulated  at  one  time. 
The  action  taken  in  the  case  of  these  small  quantities  was  that  they  were 
rendered  unusable  by  puncturing,  and  disposed  of  at  the  Council’s  Refuse 
Dumps. 

3  cwt.  2qr.  8  lbs.  meat  was  condemned  at  butcher’s  shops  and  the  unsound 
meat  was  returned  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  Depot  for  disposal. 

Clean  Food  Campaign 

The  Council  decided  to  make  Byelaws  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  securing  the  observance  of  Sanitary  and  Cleanly  Con¬ 
ditions  and  Practices  in  connection  with  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery 
of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air,  and  they  will  be  in  operation  early 
in  the  New  Year. 

Educational 

In  the  interests  of  food  and  general  public  health  hygiene  Mr.  Lethbridge 
has  prepared  lectures  to  school  children  on  the  subject. 

Two  different  types  of  lectures  were  prepared,  one  suitable  for  children 
up  to  eleven  years  of  age,  and  the  other  for  the  older  group.  It  was  thought 
that  in  this  field  some  extremely  useful  service  might  be  given,  in  fact  it  may 
be  considered  a  subject  which  might  form  a  very  necessary  part  of  a  school 
curriculum. 

Registration  of  Food  Premises 

The  following  Food  Premises  have  been  registered  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  : 

(а)  The  sale,  or  the  manufacture  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  of  ice  cream, 
or  the  storage  of  ice  cream  intended  for  sale. 

No.  of  premises  ...  30 

(б)  The  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed, 
pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale. 

No.  of  premises  ...  14 

The  following  number  of  dairies,  not  being  dairy  farms,  and  persons 
engaged  as  distributors  of  milk  have  been  registered  by  the  Local  Authority 
in  accordance  with  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949  : — 

No.  of  dairies,  not  being  dairy  farms  ...  2 

No.  of  milk  distributors  ...  76 
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Meat 


The  Tavistock  Urban  District  Council  have  authorised  the  inclusion  of 
the  following  report  and  table  of  meat  inspection  at  their  Abattoir  from  whence 
you  derive  your  meat  : 

“  The  town  abattoir  continued  to  serve  not  only  Tavistock  but  a  large 
part  of  the  surrounding  areas  and  13,817  animal  carcases  were  dealt  with  during 
the  year,  an  increase  of  462  over  the  preceding  year. 

All  carcases  were  inspected  before  release  to  the  meat  depot  and  this 
duty  involved  604  visits  to  the  abattoir. 

The  number  of  animals  inspected  and  the  carcases,  parts  or  organs 
condemned  are  set  out  in  the  following  table  : — 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

1962 

588 

1234 

7328 

2705 

Number  inspected 

1962 

588 

1234 

7328 

2705 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis: 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  ... 

12 

32 

146 

133 

21 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . . 

928 

280 

4 

1426 

' 

516 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

47.50% 

53.06% 

12.12% 

21.27% 

19.85% 

Tuberculosis  only: 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  ... 

11 

24 

3 

8 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned... 

86 

101 

134 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

4.95% 

21.25% 

.24% 

5.25% 

Food  Poisoning 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 
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Samples  taken  under  Section  3,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 


The  following  samples  were  taken  under  the  above  Act  during  the  year  : 


Milk  "1  All 
Milk  }>  Genuine 
Milk  J 

Milk — Contained  5%  added  water 
Milk — Contained  4%  added  water  } 
No  action  possible  on  legal  grounds  J 


Milk — Contained  3%  added  water 
Milk — Contained  3%  added  water 
Prosecution  pending 


1 


Gin 

Iodine 

Beef  Sausages 
Camphorated  Oil 
Castor  Oil 
Evaporated  milk 
Gelatine 
Kerrier  Tonic 
Margarine 
Pepper 

Golden  Raising  Flour 
Saccharin  Tablets 
Baking  Powder 
Parrish’s  Food 
Vinegar  (4) 

Epsom  Salts 
Grey  Powders 
Aspirin 
Butter 


~\ 


All 

►  Genuine 


In  addition,  56  samples  of  milk  were  subjected  to  the  Gerber  Test.  Result: 
Satisfactory. 


School  Milk 


The  following  samples  were  taken  by  the  County  Inspector  : 


Grade 

Total 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

5 

5 

Nil 

T.T . 

17 

12 

5 

Ungraded  ... 

27 

18 

9 

Totals  : 

49 

35 

14 

Producer/Retailer  Samples  of  Ungraded  Milk  taken  on  behalf  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  by  the  County  Inspector 

Total  :  23.  Passed  :  18.  Failed  :  5. 

SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

An  epidemic  of  measles  occurred  during  the  summer  months.  The 
outbreak  was  particularly  interesting  as  its  consecutive  spread  from  parish 
to  parish  could  easily  be  followed  from  its  incidence  at  Chagford  in  April  then 
in  a  north-westerly  direction  to  the  culmination  of  the  epidemic  at  Hatherleigh 
in  the  Autumn. 

Whooping  Cough  was  fairly  prevalent  but  fortunately  did  not  reach 
epidemic  proportions,  otherwise  the  area  was  very  free  during  the  year. 

Cases  notified  by  Medical  Practitioners  and  from  the  schools  in  the  area 
are  set  out  in  the  accompanying  tables. 

Diphtheria 

No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 

Poliomyelitis 

The  district  was  free  of  this  disease. 
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Tuberculosis 

Four  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  six  new  cases  of  Non -Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  notified.  Two  deaths  were  recorded  from  the  former  cause. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  85  cases  of  tuberculosis  remained  on  the  register 
as  follows  : 


Pulmonary 

Males  ...  ...  34 

Females  ...  ...  33 


N on  -  Pulmonary 
Males  ...  ...  10 

Females  ...  8 


Tuberculous  Milk 

A  routine  biological  sample  of  bulk  milk  taken  at  Bridestowe  showed  the 
supply  to  be  infected  with  tuberculosis.  The  supply  was  immediately  stopped 
and  the  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  informed.  The 
diseased  cow  was  isolated  and  slaughtered.  The  post  mortem  examination 
revealed  extensive  tuberculosis  of  the  udder  but  the  rest  of  the  carcase  ab¬ 
solutely  free  of  disease.  It  is  interesting  to  speculate  how  an  udder  could  be¬ 
come  infected  in  this  manner. 

It  was  thought  desirable  to  have  all  the  school  children  examined  and 
as  a  result  of  mass  radiography  three  children  were  referred  for  further  exam¬ 
ination  by  the  tuberculosis  specialist. 
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In  conclusion  I  would  thank  the  Council  for  the  ready  hearing  I  receive 
at  all  times  and  my  colleagues  for  their  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  this 
report. 


I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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OKEHAMPTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  WATER  SUPPLIES 


N.D.W.B.=  North  Devon  Water  Board  Main  Service 


